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Introduction

This document outlines the Tree Planting Campaign of the Roncesvalles-Macdonell
Residents’ Association’s (RMRA) Greening Committee as a response to the City of
Toronto’s (the City) request for input as outlined in the Framework for Public Review
and Engagement, Change is in the Air: Toronto’s Commitment to and Environmentally
Sustainable Future.

Background

Roncesvalles-Macdonell Residents’ Association

The RMRA is an incorporated, non-profit organisation established in 1973 as a non-
political, non-partisan forum committed to promoting the welfare and betterment of the
community. Meetings are held on the last Tuesday of the month from September to May
and the Executive meets once a month from August to June. The community is notified
of meetings and other activities and information through a website, http://www.rmra-
to.org/, e-mails and postering.

The RMRA serves the community bounded by Roncesvalles Avenue, Lansdowne
Avenue, Queen Street West and Dundas Street West.

The mandate of the RMRA Greening Committee is to preserve and enhance the green
character of our community by:

* Facilitating the planting of street and backyard trees to preserve our urban forest

* Promoting the benefits of greening and letting residents know how they can
contribute

* Coordinating community-based beautification and greening projects

* Liaising with other groups undertaking greening or beautification

* Sharing information with other greening efforts

* Identifying priorities and setting goals for each year, with community input
through the RMRA

City of Toronto

In March of this year the City published Change is in the Air: Toronto’s
Commitment to and Environmentally Sustainable Future to set out its framework for
public review and engagement to determine how the City will meet its Greenhouse Gas
and Air Pollution reduction targets.

Twenty seven potential actions that could be undertaken by residents, businesses and
industries were outlined in the document. On pages eight and fourteen, listed as part of
the Comprehensive Actions that can be carried out is Potential Action item 24, “Double
the existing tree canopy to 34% by 2020.”



On page 14 the importance of the urban tree canopy is described by the following:

Urban forests remove carbon-dioxide from the
atmosphere during photosynthesis, storing carbon in their
tissues. Toronto’s urban forest extends along streets, in parks,
greenbelts, on university and college campuses and on
private property. Preserving and protecting these trees
prevents CO, from being released and planting more trees
helps remove CO,; from the atmosphere.

Climate change is introducing new stresses on our forest:
extended heat waves, extended droughts, and fewer winter
freezes can result in the introduction of invasive insects and
diseases. Planting and maintaining trees slows climate
warming and assists with adaptation by providing shade and
cooling to counter the urban heat island effect.

Beyond reducing CO, and other air pollutants it will be necessary to preserve and
grow the urban tree canopy to help with any Adaptation Strategy the City will need to
adopt to deal with and protect ourselves from the inevitable results of Climate Change
that will occur due to our current situation. Some of these hazards listed on page 15
include storms, floods, droughts, heat waves, invasive pests, species, and diseases.
People’s health will be better protected and the economy will be less vulnerable to
damage and disruption.

The percentage of the tree canopy will be tracked and included as an Indicator of
Progress in a yearly report on Greenhouse Gas and Air Quality achievements to be
produced by the City Manager as spelled out on pages 16 and 17.

The City also undertakes on pages 17 and 18 to engage the Public and specifically
lists Residents’ Associations as the type of stakeholder with whom to make contact. The
report also states that the City will commit resources to help foster Neighbourhood
Climate Change Action Plans and notes that this type of grassroots activism can help
citizens save energy, cool the climate, improve air quality and introduce green projects at
the neighbourhood level across Toronto.

The Tree Planting Campaign

Initial Stages

In February 2006 members of the Greening Committee undertook a walking tour of
the neighbourhood to asses the condition of the tree canopy. Four categories were used
to describe the different states of the tree canopy:

* Mature trees
- Large canopy and substantial in size



- Contribute most to the green character of the neighbourhood
- Many near the end of their lifespan, and may begin to die over the next 15-
20 years.

* Established trees
- Fair size (6 — 9 metres tall)
- Still actively growing
- Expected to remain healthy and contribute to the neighbourhood canopy
for many decades

*  Young trees
- Newly planted
- Have not yet formed an overhead canopy

* Missing trees
- Opportunities for filling in and helping to maintain the tree canopy as the
more mature trees begin to decline

Using this information a map of the tree canopy was prepared by the Greening
Committee and sponsored by Urban Strategies Inc. (Appendix I). This information was
then communicated to the community at the February meeting of the RMRA.

The map currently hangs in the window of Village Park Realty on Roncesvalles
Avenue so all members of the community can be informed on the state of the tree
canopy. Smaller versions of the map hang in other storefront windows along
Roncesvalles.

Community Engagement

Volunteers from the RMRA met at the High Park Library to learn more about the
work of the Greening Committee and how to engage their neighbours. The campaign
was designed to facilitate the City’s free front yard tree-planting programme.

The volunteers were given pamphlets with information from the City on how and
why to plant a tree, contact information (Appendix II). The volunteers also carried an
information sheet on the types of trees the City offers and a pamphlet from LEAF (Local
Enhancement and Appreciation of Forests), an incorporated non-profit organisation
dedicated to the protection and improvement of the City’s urban forest. Amongst other
programmes, LEAF offers a Backyard Tree Planting Programme which provides native
trees and shrubs to property owners at a subsidised cost.

With these pamphlets volunteers went door-to-door throughout the community in the
late summer and early winter of 2006 to engage their neighbours and encourage them to
consider planting a tree. These two time periods were selected to take advantage of the
City’s deadline for applications to have a tree planted in the spring or fall.



Current Successes and Future Approaches

The 2006 campaign can be directly credited with the planting of eight trees in the
community though perhaps others were planted through direct contact with the City or
LEAF. (Appendix III)

Another Tree Tour is planned and also an Information Day at the High Park Library
for the community as another method to inform people on the importance and availability
of trees. The door-to-door campaign will once again be used to connect directly with
households.

The success of the programme has prompted the High Park Residents’ Association to
adopt a similar strategy to replenish the tree canopy and the RMRA Greening Committee
will advise them on their campaign. The Harbord Residents’ Association has also
expressed interest and has requested information on how the Greening Committee created
this programme.

Conclusions

The Tree Planting Campaign of the Greening Committee of the RMRA is a
successful, concrete example of a community-based initiative that fulfills many of the
goals such as doubling the tree canopy, reducing Greenhouse Gases and other Air
Pollutants, community involvement and Adaptation Strategies that the City’s framework
for engagement has laid out.

This campaign can serve as a model that can be adapted to the needs of other
neighbourhoods, communities and areas of the City.

Number seven on the City’s list 10 Things You Can Do NOW: “Plant a tree.”
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Contact Information

For further information please contact:

Clarence Seunarine Eric Turcotte
(416) 537-6838 (416) 340-9004 (ext. — 220)
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